Planting the Orchard
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There has been much difference of opinion and dis-
cussion of the point as to whether or not the hardiness of
a cold resisting stock, such as the trifoliate, was trans-
mitted to the scion. Published reports1 indicate that
such has been the case in Florida. In California such an
effect, if present at all, is so slight as to be hardly worth
recording. Rows of several varieties of trees on each of
the different stocks have been grown for years at the
Citrus Experiment Station at Riverside and have passed
through two periods of excessive cold. After a very
critical examination of the trees, the writer was forced to
the conclusion that, in this case at least, there was prac-
tically no difference in the amount of injury from cold
sustained by the trees on the different stocks.

DIGGING  THE  HOLES
Before the holes are dug, the notched planting-board
should always be used in order to be able to set the tree
in the hole in the exact position previously occupied by
the stake. Large holes should be dug, two feet wide and
one and a half feet deep. The bottom, of the hole should
be carefully inspected for stone or hardpan and should
be well loosened up either with the spade or with a charge
of explosive. If the trees come with bare roots, they
should be handled with extreme care to prevent drying
out.
It is customary to puddle the roots of trees when they
are not balled. This puddling is done at the nursery and
1 G. L. Taber, Florida Farmer and Fruit-Grower, 1901.